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Every	October,	we	read	George	G.	Toudouze’s	story	“Three	Skeleton	Key”	in	my	second	grade	classes.	My	lesson	plans	for	“Three	Skeleton	Key”	include	common	standards	and	lots	of	fun!	This	story	is	great	to	read	around	Halloween	because	it	contains	some	elements	of	horror!	Being	trapped	in	a	lighthouse	with	rat	dens	would	be	a	nightmare	for
many!	One	year,	I	bought	a	battery-operated	remote	rat,	which	I	sent	to	roll	in	the	middle	of	my	class,	right	in	the	middle	of	horror!	Needless	to	say,	he	made	sure	all	my	students	were	awake!	Nowadays,	in	order	to	keep	the	screams	at	bay,	I	run	some	gummy	mice	around	the	room	on	the	day	we	read	the	story.	Before	reading,	my	students	complete
an	anticipation	guide,	a	vocabulary	preview,	and	read	an	informative	article	about	lighthouses	and	ships.	You	can	print	the	vocabulary	preview	in	the	link	below.	I	think	it’s	important	that	students	have	this	information	before	reading	because	the	story	can	be	hard	for	high	school	students	to	understand.	Also,	due	to	the	complexity	of	the	text,	I	usually
read	this	story	out	loud	to	my	students,	stopping	of	course	along	the	way	to	question	them.	Once	finished,	we	are	ready	to	analyze	the	setting,	and	the	theme	of	the	story.	The	setting	of	this	story	has	a	huge	impact	on	the	plot,	so	let’s	discuss	it	together.	Once	discussions	with	the	whole	class	are	over,	it	is	time	for	students	to	work	independently.
Before	I	let	them	begin,	I	use	a	pantry	to	explain	how	to	back	up	the	answers	with	text.	It	is	better	to	show	examples	and	not	examples	when	doing	this.	Many	times,	students	simply	aren’t	taught	how	to	answer	open-ended	questions.	Students	work	to	complete	ten	questions	using	the	text	to	defend	their	answers.	Sometimes	I	let	them	work.	a	partner
to	complete	these	questions.	Then,	students	write	poems	about	history.	Finally,	they	work	in	groups	to	create	a	tableau	based	on	history.	They	really	put	themselves	in	this	situation.	-	evisired	etaignam	eresse	rep	ettada	onos	-	ilibitsemmoc	onos	-	ilibitsemmoc	onos	-	onanatnolla	is	ehc	-	onaritir	is	ehc	otnemivom	ni	ellof	idnarg	-	ehcirtelehcs	eiralobacov
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